Postpartum blindness: two cases.
We present 2 cases, one eclamptic patient and one noneclamptic patient, of headache, cortical blindness, and seizures. Both patients demonstrated findings consistent with posterior leukoencephalopathy syndrome. Posterior leukoencephalopathy syndrome is a rapidly evolving neurologic condition that is characterized by headache, nausea and vomiting, seizures, visual disturbances, altered sensorium, and occasionally focal neurologic deficits. Posterior leukoencephalopathy syndrome can be triggered by numerous conditions, including preeclampsia-eclampsia, and can be seen in the postpartum period. It is characterized predominately by white matter vasogenic edema of the occipital and posterior parietal lobes. This condition can be difficult to differentiate clinically from cerebral ischemia, and magnetic resonance imaging with diffusion-weighted imaging and apparent diffusion coefficient are needed to do so. In most cases of posterior leukoencephalopathy syndrome, the prognosis is excellent, with full resolution of symptoms.